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Flathead County Weed/Parks/Recreation 

MINUTES 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Date:  February 4, 2013  

 

Members of the Board in attendance: 

Elise Robocker, Ray Sanders, Pete Woll 

 

Members of the Board not in attendance: 

Jim Buechle, Clyde Fisher 

 

Also in attendance: 

Jed Fisher, Superintendent; Gordon Jewett, Assistant Superintendent; and Michele Haarr, Clerk 

 

Others Present: 

Valerie Beebe – Kila Community Park 

Edd Blackler – Bigfork Advisory Committee 

Jason Christy - Kila School District 20 

CB Ercoline – Kila Community Park 

Mary & Alan Ruby – Gateway to Glacier Trails 

Tamara Tanberg – Lakeside Advisory Committee 

Quentin & LaDona Vitt – Flathead County Taxpayers 

 

Call to Order 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors, Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation, was held in the 

conference room at 311 FFA Drive, Kalispell, Montana, on February 4, 2013.  The meeting convened at 

8:33AM, Chairman Sanders presiding. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Minutes of the December 3, 2012 meeting of the Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation Board of 

Directors were distributed to the members of the Board.  

 

Pete Woll made a motion to approve the December 3, 2012 minutes. 

Elise Robocker seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion and all in favor ~ the motion was carried.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Mary and Alan Ruby thanked the Board for their support of Glacier to Gateway Trail.  Fundraising continues 

with the upcoming Cabin Fever, movie night and soup night.  Construction of the 6.8 mile trail is scheduled to 

begin in September.  Planning & Zoning will be consulted regarding CTEP timelines.   

 

Big Sky Park – Quentin & LaDona Vitt 

 

Quentin & LaDona Vitt own 4 acres adjacent to Big Sky Park and are interested in purchasing the park in order to 

make their property more saleable by providing better ingress & egress to their property. 
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A letter from the Vitts was reviewed at the November 5
th
 Board meeting and again discussed at the November 15

th
 

meeting.  Excerpts from these meetings, along with the Vitt’s October 16, 2012 letter requesting to purchase Big Sky 

Park are attached as Exhibits A-1 & 2. 

 

Superintendent Jed Fisher explained the process to surplus properties, including surveys and appraisals, which costs 

would need to be budgeted.  When the economy took a downturn, sale of surplus properties was put on hold due to 

their declining value.  It is the intention of the Board to review potential surplus properties within the next few 

months and determine prices to prepare for sale.  Properties need to sell for at least 90% of their appraised value to 

be considered for sale.  Mr. Fisher stated that the Board’s decisions need to be made for the public good as opposed 

to individual need.   

 

Flood Plain Permit for Church Slough – Hiring an Engineer 

 

Due to the recent court case regarding Church Slough and the decision of presiding judge Kitty Curtis to have the 

floodplain permit resubmitted, Superintendent Jed Fisher recommended that this be accomplished by a professional 

firm rather than in-house.  Three bids were presented:  APEC Engineering Inc, Marc Liechti $2965; Larsen 

Engineering & Surveying, Inc, Jeff Larsen $3500; and RPA, Robert Peccia & Associates, Ryan Mitchell $6500 – 

see attached Exhibits B 1-3.  Superintendent Jed Fisher requested approval of cash-in-lieu funds to cover the cost of 

permit preparation.   

 

The County Attorney’s office will review the permit prior to submittal to be sure all concerns are addressed.  Pete 

Woll suggested that the permit also be reviewed with the State engineering firm in Missoula for their input. 

 

Elise Robocker made a motion to approve cash-in-lieu funds be expended for the low bid from APEC 

Engineering Inc in the amount of $2965.   

Pete Woll seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion and all in favor ~ the motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Fisher questioned the Board’s opinion regarding installation of a vaulted bathroom at Church Slough.  On a 

recent site visit he witnessed 15 parked vehicles and at least half a dozen people using the great outdoors to 

eliminate.  It was agreed that a vaulted bathroom should be included in the permit application and any overage will 

be covered out of the current budget. 

 

Proposed Kila Community Park – Cindy Ercoline 

 

Cindy Ercoline reported that letters of support have been received for development of Kila Community Park – see 

attached Exhibits C 1-4.  The location of the proposed park is adjacent to Kila School, a water fowl development 

area and Rails to Trails pathway.  There is an old railroad spur road that would serve as an access road and a viewing 

area.  It is hoped to have a spotting scope at the park.   

 

A public meeting was held regarding development of this park and the majority of those who attended were 

supportive.  Concerns expressed during that meeting related to parking, logistics for crossing the highway, increased 

property taxes, and what will happen when the money runs out. 

 

This project has been discussed since 2010 and Superintendent Jed Fisher reminded the Board that $4500 cash-in-

lieu funds was approved for Kila Park for this budget year, and the group has raised close to 5K in matching funds.  

The only red flag is that it involves development in a wetlands area.  It was recommended to work with Flathead 

County Planning & Zoning to review any permit requirements.  The group should begin to gather interpretative 

information and have it reviewed by the Board.   Pete Woll suggested that the group contact Flathead Conservation 

District for help with funding. 
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Valerie Beebe owns 28 acres adjacent to the waterfowl production area and has executed a conservation easement 

with Flathead Land Trust.  Ms. Beebe endorsed the project as an amazing location and opportunity.  For the past 50 

years the site has hosted a unique Herron rookery with nests in the Ponderosa Pines by the Post Office, in addition to 

Sandhill Cranes and other water fowl.  

 

Jason Christy is the new administrator of Kila School and reported that the teachers there have shown enthusiasm 

about the park.  The school is planning to put together a garden and the 162 students there have an interest in outdoor 

education. 

 

Bigfork Advisory Report 

 

Lake Hills Park.  Edd Blackler reported on a meeting that took place December 4
th

 with adjacent landowners 

and neighbors of Lake Hills Park.  The hope is to enhance park amenities by constructing a walking path around 

the perimeter.  Neighbors in the Crestview subdivision are concerned about adequate parking should the 

pathway be developed.  Mr. Blackler’s research indicates that the access road coming out of Lake Hills 

subdivision is split between the two subdivisions.  The next step is to expand the input from the Bigfork 

community at large. 

 

Sliter’s Park – Riverbend Concert Association.  Superintendent Jed Fisher presented an addendum to the 

existing Memorandum of Understanding.  The addendum documents the concert dates for 2013. 

 

Pete Woll made a motion to approve the Addendum to the Riverbend Stage MOU for 2013 Concert 

dates. 

Elise Robocker seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion and all in favor ~ the motion was carried. 

 

Foys/Herron Advisory Report 

 

There was no one present from Foys/Herron Advisory Committee. 

 

Foys to Blacktail Trails 

 

There was no one present from Foys to Blacktail Trails. 

 

Lakeside Advisory Report 

 

Tamara Tanberg was present and reported that there was no new business. 

 

Middle Forks Advisory Committee 

 

There was no one present from the Middle Forks Advisory Committee.   

 

Other Business 

 

 Weed Department –  

 - The chemical bid will be prepared within the next month.  CIP funding requests for equipment 

& improvements needs are being completed which will cover the next 20 years.  Grant money was 

not requested from the Noxious Weed Trust Fund as there is money left from last year.   

 - There was a recent meeting with Bill Chalgren of Lincoln County wherein it was agreed to 

disagree regarding the Tansy Ragwort weed efforts.   
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 - Haily will return to full time hours in March and the Weed Department is beginning to increase 

staffing levels.  Longtime employee Bill Weseman is retiring this year. 

 Weed Legislation – Pete Woll questioned whether there are concerns to be addressed during the 

upcoming legislative session.  Mr. Fisher replied that there is an ongoing concern with expediting the 

enforcement process and having it be effective.  In addition, there are continuing concerns with bad hay, 

bad seeds and aquatics. 

 

 Horace Sanders Memorial Park – Superintendent Jed Fisher will revisit this project.  When last 

discussed there was an effort to refine an agreement and MOU with the Montana Department of 

Transportation. 

 

 Foys Lake Access – Mr. Fisher reported that there are several individuals who are unhappy that the Foys 

Lake access improvements that have not been completed.  Due to the recent lawsuit involving Church 

Slough and the subsequent concerns with the floodplain permit, the Foys Lake access project has been 

placed on hold until a final resolution is reached for Church Slough.   

 

 Herron Park Animal Control – Assistant Superintendent Gordon Jewett reported on a recent incident 

involving a dog off leash that became lost when the snow grooming equipment appeared.  Mr. Jewett 

will increase citation efforts with assistance from Flathead County Animal Control Officers as they are 

available. 

 

 Belton Stage Park Trail – Elise Robocker questioned the status of the intersecting trail to the Jim Dupont 

Memorial Trail.  This trail is already roughed in and would provide a scenic overlook at Belton Stage 

Park.  Ms. Robocker also questioned whether everything is in order to submit a permit so it can proceed 

once the permit concerns for Church Slough access are resolved.  Superintendent Fisher will visit with 

Planning & Zoning regarding this process. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Elise Robocker made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:58AM. 

Pete Woll seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion and all in favor ~ the motion was carried. 

 

The time and place of the next regular meeting is Monday, March 4, 2013 at 8:30 AM in the conference room at 

311 FFA Drive, Kalispell, Montana. 




































